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PREFACE

An elementary woik on Sanskris grammar together with exer-
cises for the use of the lo ver forms 1 English schools preparing for
the Middle Class Examination 1n the Umted Provincesis a great
deseder atum  The present book has been prepared to meet this
want, The chief difficulty lindering the progiess of tlus work which
has taken several moatbs to plan and prepaie was its adaptation to

* the capacities of the very young begmners of so compheated a system
of grammar as that of the “language of the gods” That difficulty
was ntensified by my having to take into considesation the average
capacities of the young pupils who read 1 the lowc chcaes of our
schools and the very low state of Sansknt education here In compa-
rison to thatin the schools of Bombay and Bengal

For 1easons, which 1t would be out of place to enumerate m this
place, the vernacular ( Hindi) and the classics of the Hindus of the
United Provinces are in imminent danger of falling 1nto total disuse
1n the English schools The ever mcreasing prepondelance of the
number of candidates who take up Urdu and Peisianin the Maddie-
Class and igher examinations, over those who take up Iindi and
Sanskrif, afiords unmistahable signs of the approach of the doom
of the people’s secular and sacred language The only gratifying
ray of hope amidst this gloom of despondency 1s that the Head of
the Department of Public Instzuction and s learned coadjuter, the
Supernintendent of Sanskuit Studies, are both alve to the dangers
that thieaten Sanskrit and are willing at heart to restore the Hindu
classics to then proper status 1o the Schools and Colleges.



(2)

The present undertaking 1s the outcome of an order issued
by the Director of Public Instruction to itroduce the study of
Sanskrit i the lower forms prepating for the Middle Class Ex-
amination It was necessary thierefore to placé before the young
beginners, 1n their own vernaculai, an elementary text contaning
as much of gramma1 and 1llustiative esercites as would enable
them to undeistand then Middle Class Sansknt Reader

The pieparation of an abndgment of Sansknt grammai for
young boys 1s not an easy task The compiler must, on the one
hand, avoid the temptation of enteiing too deeply 1nto details,
which would make an excessive claim on the time and 1ntelligensce
of the students And on the other hand, to reduce the bulk of
the book, at the expense of thoroughness would mar 1ts general
usefulness and create difficulties to the students by not supplying
to them instructions on difficulties that ciop up 1n every page of
their Reader.

The language of the rules had also to be made as smple
as possible, so as to suit the capacities of the average lad read-
mg 1 the fifth class of an Enghsh school And this has to be
—~done for the sake of populansing the study of Sanskrit even at
the risk of 1ncurring the 1ll opmion of the old class of Pundits
who will perhaps ndicule 1t as a vulgar 1nnovation ~Tofurther
adapt 1t to the use of boys of an Enghsh school, all the declen-
stons of cases have not been piresented before them at once lest

they be frightened at the long’anay of foims to the hike of which
they have not before been used Only the first and second class
declensions ( together with those of the vocative case which do
not always differ fiom the class) have been given m the fust
part of this wotk, The 1emainder will form thew second year's course
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In the same way only the sariadhatuhe conjagatons po-
pularly known as the first fomr conjugations, have been embodied
1 lessons togetheg with the nominal declensions, and to the end
of each lesson, a list of nominal Yases and verbal roots have been

appended with instiuctions to decline and conjugate them res-
pectively ‘

Sentences 1llustrating the use of the case and conjugational
forms that have been given mn their lessons have also been added
The number of these sentences has been necessarily kept low as
this Part will fom the cowse of study for one year only.

The 1ules of Sundhs have been given m footnotes (buv not
m small type) illustrating the piactical application of Sandha
occurring 1n sentences at the end of each lesson. Tt 1s hoped that
ther study separately and 1incaidentally as they may occur at 1n-
tervals and not en masse will 1ender 1t a less nksome task to
master and remember them

Altogether my own impiession 1s that this attempt to pre-
pate a kind of Pruncipua Samslrit m the vernacalar of these
Provinces will be attended with good results
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